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WORSHIP NOTES

Restrooms are located in the Foyer and in the hallway behind the Sanctuary
(please exit through the piano-side door).

Childcare is available for infants, toddlers and PreK in the nursery.
Nursey is located on the Children’s Hall.

Clergy of the Week: Glenn & Susan Eernisse
glenn.eernisse@fbcgainesville.org or susan.eernisse@fbcgainesville.org

Deacon Team of the Week: Greg Rutledge, Betty Brown and James Poole

If you have any safety concerns or needs this morning, please feel welcome to speak with our security officer,
Ret. Lt. Nina Harkins, who usually can be found in the church foyer.

First Baptist Church is a Stephen Ministry congregation. Stephen Ministers are caregivers trained to provide

one-to-one care to those experiencing a difficult time in life. If you would like to be put in touch with a
Stephen Minister, please call 770-534-7354.

If you are visiting us today, please scan the QR code to complete our Guest Connect Form. g

Your financial support gives First Baptist Church the opportunity to share the love
of Christ in Gainesville and beyond. To give online or to set up a recurring donation,

please visit www.fbcgainesville.org/give or scan the QR code.

Apple pay is also available on your giving screen
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Grace discovered.
l.ives renewed.

Welcome to worship! We encourage all guests to complete a Connect Card (located in the
pew ) and drop it in the offering plate during the service. You are also invited to stop by the
Guest Table (located in the Foyer) to receive further information about First Baptist Church.

“Holding The Light of Hope”

First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025 | 11:00 AM



First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025 at 11:00 AM
First Baptist Church Sanctuary

Gathering Music Comfort, Comfort Ye My People with Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Kidwell
Hannah Bradley, Organ

Chiming of the Hour
Lighting of the Altar Candles Durham & Hawkins Bryant

Acolytes

Welcome_& Rev. Dr. Tony Lankford
Opportunities to Serve

Passing the Peace of Christ May the peace of the Lord be with you Congregation
And also with you.

*Call to Worship No. 79 0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel VENI EMMANUEL

1st Time- Rev. Dr. Glenn Eernisse, Trombone
2nd Time-Congregation sings stanza 1, stanza 2 and refrain

*Hymn of Praise No. 83 Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus Wesley

*Invocation James Poole

A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent
Sanctuary Choir sings: Of the Father's love begotten, ere the world began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending he.
Congregation sings: Emmanuel, Emmanuel, evermore and evermore, Emmanuel.
Responsive Litany: During Advent, we wait for the one promised in scripture.
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor.
We wait for the One who can heal what has been wounded and mend what has
been broken.
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor.
We wait for the One who can renew our weary spirits and ignite our hearts with
hope.
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor.

Lighting of the Candle of Hope Ken & Lynn deVries

Closing Prayer
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*Denotes congregation to stand.

Celebration in Song Noel Tomlin, Cash & Redman
Olivia O'Driscoll, Solo; Hannah Bradley, Cello Descant

Pastoral ,Prayer & Rev. Kellie Denton

The Lord’s Prayer Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Offertory Carol Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery Boswell/Papa/Bleecker
(see insert)

*Offertory Prayer Rev. Brian West

) arr. Cranfill
Offertory Praise Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Exaltation Orchestra; Rev. Dr. Glenn Eernisse, Director

*The Doxology to the tune of
The First Noel
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below;
praise Him, above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

Children’s Mission Elizabeth Wiley
Moment

All children are invited to come forward for the Children’s Moment as we sing.
(Children K through 5th grade are invited to Children’s Church in the Children’s Hub)

Choral Worship _ ~ Grace _ Hamlin
Sanctuary Choir; Exaltation Orchestra; Rev. Mark Green, Director

Sermon “Holding The Light of Hope”

Rev. Dr. Tony Lankford
(John 1:1-9; Pew Bible No. 1645) ev. Ur. ony Lankior

*Hymn of Response Prepare the Royal Highway Frazen
No. 95 Stanzas 1 &2

Closing Words and Rev. Christopher Simonton
Benediction

Postlude People, Look East McDonald

Hannah Bradley, Organ



