STAFF

Hannah Bradley Organist Bo O'Connor Director of Maintenance
Rev. Kellie Denton Associate Pastor: Faith Formation Ben Pack Food Services/Chef
Tami Easterday Pianist Charles Phelps Ministry of Caring & Sound Tech
Rev. Dr. Glenn Eernisse Associate Minister: Music Kate Sandlin Student Ministry Assistant
Susan Eernisse Associate Minister: Music Amy Sheridan Communications
Rev. Mark Green Associate Pastor: Music Rev. Dr. Jeremy Shoulta Senior Pastor
Diane Henson Financial Administrator Assistant Rev. Christopher Simonton Associate Pastor: Students
Della Ruth Johnson Organist Emeritus Kayanne Smith Music Admin. Assistant
Sarah Koskovich Interim Children’s Ministries Assistant Rev. Brian West Interim Director of the Family Life Center
Rev. Dr. Tony Lankford Senior Executive Pastor Elizabeth Wiley Interim Director of Children’s Ministries
Carrie Wood Owens Office Administrator April Wood Financial Administrator

WORSHIP NOTES

Restrooms are located in the Foyer and in the hallway behind the sanctuary
(please exit through the piano-side door).

Coffee is available in the South Portico Lobby.

Childcare is available for infants, toddlers and PreK in the nursery.
Our Nursery is located in the Children’s Hall, to the right of the HUB.

Clergy of the Week: Glenn & Susan Eernisse
glenn.eernisse@fbcgainesville.org or susan.eernisse@fbcgainesville.org

Deacon Team of the Week: Greg Rutledge, Betty Brown and James Poole

If you have any safety concerns or needs this morning, please feel welcome to speak with our security officer,
Ret. Lt. Nina Harkins, who usually can be found in the church foyer.

First Baptist Church is a Stephen Ministry congregation. Stephen Ministers are caregivers trained to provide
one-to-one care to those experiencing a difficult time in life. If you would like to be put in touch with a

Stephen Minister, please call 770-534-7354.

If you are visiting us today, please scan the QR code to complete

Your financial support gives First Baptist Church the opportunity to share the love
of Christ in Gainesville and beyond. To give online or to set up a recurring

donation, please visit www.fbcgainesville.org/give or scan the QR code.

Apple pay is also available on the giving screen.
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Grace discovered.
l.ives renewed.

Welcome to worship! We encourage all guests to complete a Connect Card (located in the
pew) and drop it in the offering plate by the Chapel doors. You are also invited to stop by the
Guest Table (located in the Foyer) to receive further information about First Baptist Church.

“Holding The Light of Hope”

First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025 | 8:45 AM



First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025 at 8:45 AM
First Baptist Church Chapel

Gathering Song Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Worship Band
Advent Video Reflection Come and See Hope

A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent
Worship Team sings: Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the world began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega, He the source, the ending he.
Congregation sings: Emmanuel, Emmanuel, evermore and evermore, Emmanuel.
Responsive Litany: During Advent, we wait for the one promised in scripture.
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor.
We wait for the One who can heal what has been wounded and mend what has been broken.
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor.
We wait for the One who can renew our weary spirits and ignite our hearts with hope.
And He will be called Wonderful Counselor.

Lighting of the Candle of Hope Randy, Amy, Ben, John and Elizabeth Jessup

Closing Prayer
Congregation sings: Emmanuel, Emmanuel, evermore and evermore, Emmanuel.

Welcome Elizabeth Wiley
Passing the Peace of Christ

May the peace of the Lord be with you
And also with you.

Congregation

Song of Praise Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Stanza 1-Worship Team

Stanzas 2, 3, & 4-Congregation
Words of Teaching “Holding The Light of Hope”
(John 1:1-9 Pew Bible No. 1645)

Tony Lankford

Song of Response Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus (83)

Opportunities to Connect & Serve
Morning Prayer (Including the Lord’s Prayer)

Christopher Simonton

Congregational Response The Doxology to the tune of The First Noel
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below; praise Him,
above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.
Hark! Hear the Voice
Worship Band

Departing Song

**Your giving is important. Offering baskets are located at both exits.**

UPCOMING EVENTS

Promising Futures Christmas

We are raising money to provide Christmas gifts to
the children in our Promising Futures after school
program. If you would like to donate, please mail or
drop off checks to FBC with “PF Bright Christmas”
on the memo line. We will also need volunteers to
wrap gifts, if you would like to help please email:
monica.ramirez.leon@fbcgainesville.org

Christmas on Green St.

December 7 | 2:00 PM

Enjoy Christmas on Green St from our front lawn!
We will have hot chocolate, Kona Ice, goodie bags
for kids and a petting zoo including the camel
everyone loves each year.

Family Christmas Program

December 7 | 11:00 AM Worship Service
Join us for a special day of Worship to kick off the
holiday season! Performances from our Children’s
Choirs, Sonlight Youth Choir and Children’s Begin-
ning Handchime Choir. You don’t want to miss this
exciting day of worship!

Prison Ministry Christmas Program
December 16 | 4:00 PM | Banquet Hall
Please donate a dessert or help prepare Christmas
sandwiches for the HCCI inmates. We will travel to
HCCI at 5:00 PM to conduct our Christmas Program
and serve the meal. Please contact Jimmy
McGowan to sign up. 678-485-1942 or
jem@sterileworks.com

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24 | 5:30 PM

DECEMBER 5
6:00 PM-MIDNIGHT

$20 per person

THIS WEEK AT FBC

Women's Bible Study
10:00 AM | FLC-Gathering Room
Christmas Party

Women's Bible Study
10:00 AM | FLC-Gathering Room
Holiday Luncheon

5:00 PM: Dinner in Banquet Hall

5:45 PM: Women's Bible Study in Winsome Room
6:00 PM: Banquet Hall Bible Study:"Where is
Joseph in Your Nativity Scene?” Matthew 1:18-25
taught by Bruce Fields

6:00 PM: Guys Small Group w/Pastor Tony (Rm206)
6:00 PM: “Heaven” Bible Study in Room 205

6:00 PM: Children’s Choirs

6:00 PM: Youth

6:00 PM: GriefShare in Room 204

6:50 PM: LCT Choir Rehearsal

The cost for dinner is $10 per adult, $5 per child, $7 per
youth. $25 per family max. (Family=Parents and children
in the household).

December 3 will be our last Wednesday
night program of the year. We will
resume on January 7!
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A special thank you to Mark Green, Susan Eernisse, Patton Gilbert,

Kayanne Smith and Herve Aklotsoe (Percussion) for leading our music today.



